Dryer Safety
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The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that in 1998, clothes dryers were
associated with 15,600 fires, which resulted in 20 deaths and 370 injuries. Fires can occur
when lint builds up in the dryer or in the exhaust duct. The build-up of lint can block the
flow of air, cause excessive heat build-up, and result in a fire in some dryers.

What Causes Dryer Fires?

Clothes dryers must vent hot air from the dryer to the
outside of the house. Lint becomes detached from the
clothes and is carried out through the exhaust. If lint
builds up in the exhaust pipe or inside the dryer, it slows
the air movement through the dryer and out the exhaust.
The slower air movement causes more lint to collect on
the backside of the dryer drum, on the dryer motor, or on
the electrical connections inside the dryer, placing the
highly combustible lint on top of and adjacent to heat

sources inside the dryer.

Dryer Safety Tips:

* Do not operate the dryer without a lint filter. Or ange C Olll‘lty

* (lean the lint filters before or after each use
and remove accumulated lint from around Dryer Fire Statistics
the drum.

* Make sure that the dryer is plugged into an
outlet suitable for its electrical needs, as

. . Total Fires  Dollar Loss
overloaded electrical outlets can result in

blown fuses or tripped circuit breakers. 18 $180,900
* Turn the dryer off when leaving the home. 17 $107,450
* Keep the dryer area clear of combustibles. 79 $225,050
* Dryers éhould be installed and serviced by a 15 $124,050
professional.

* Have gas-powered dryers regularly 17 $74,125

inspected by a professional to ensure that the 19 $843,725

gas line and connections are intact.

— www.ocfa.org



To Help Prevent Fires:

* Clean the lint screen/filter before or after
drying each load of clothes.

» If clothing is still damp at the end of a
typical drying cycle or drying requires longer
times than normal, this may be a sign that the
lint screen or the exhaust duct is
blocked.

* Clean the dryer vent and exhaust duct
periodically. Check the outside dryer vent
while the dryer is operating to make sure
exhaust air is escaping. To remove a blockage
in the exhaust path, it may be necessary to
disconnect the exhaust duct from the dryer.
Remember to reconnect the ducting to the

dryer and outside vent before using the dryer again.

* Clean behind the dryer, where lint can build up. Have a qualified service person

clean the interior of the dryer chassis periodically to minimize the amount of lint

accumulation. Keep the area around the dryer clean and free of clutter.

* Replace plastic or foil, accordion-type ducting material with rigid or corrugated

semi-rigid metal duct. Most manufacturers specify the use of a rigid or corrugated

semi-rigid metal duct, which provides maximum airflow.

* Take special care when drying clothes that have been soiled with volatile

chemicals such as gasoline, cooking oils, cleaning agents, or finishing oils and stains.

If possible, wash the clothing more than once to minimize the amount of volatile

chemicals on the clothes and, preferably, hang the clothes to dry. If using a dryer, use

the lowest heat setting and a drying cycle that has a cool-down period.
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Clothes Dryers and Washing Machines Fact Sheet

In 2006, an estimated 17,700 reported U.S. non-confined or confined home*
structure fires involving clothes dryers or washing machines (including
combination washer/dryers) resulted in an estimated:

e 15 civilian deaths

e 360 civilian injuries

e $194 million in direct property damage

Leading Items First Ignited in Non-Confined Fires Involving
Clothes Washer or Clothes Dryer, 2003-2006

Dryer Fires Washer Fires
Clothing 30% Wire or cable insulation 29%
Dust, fiber, or lint 27% Appliance housing or casing 21%
Unclassified soft goods or clothing 10% Drive or other belt 18%

e Most (81%) non-confined home structure fires involving washers or
dryers began in a laundry room or area.

e Most of these home fires involve clothes dryers (92% in 2003-2006).

e The risk of fire is slightly higher for gas-fueled clothes dryers than for
electric-powered clothes dryers.

e The leading cause (29% of fires) of home clothes dryer and washer fires was
failure to clean.

“Homes are dwellings, duplexes, manufactured homes, apartments, townhouses, rowhouses, and
condominiums.

Estimates are derived from the U.S. Fire Administration National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS)
Version 5.0 and NFPA’s annual fire department experience survey.

Source: Home Fires Involving Clothes Dryers and Washing Machines, John R. Hall Jr., NFPA, Quincy, MA.
March 2009
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